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NIGERIA AT A GLANCE

SIZE:

Nigeria is located at the extreme inner corner of the Gulf of
Guinea on the west coast of Africa and lies between latitudes
3°15' to 13°30"' N and longitudes 2°59' to 15°00' E. On the
south, it is bordered by the Gulf of Guinea, on the west and
north, it is bordered by the Republics of Benin and Niger
respectively, and on the east, it adjoins the Cameroon
Republic. Nigeria has a land area of 923, 768 km2 in which
land comprises 910, 768 km2 and water accounts for 13, 000
km2. Its greatest length from North to South is 1, 046 km, and
its maximum breadth from East to West is 1127 km, with a total
boundary length of 4,900 km, of which 853 km is coastline.
Comparatively, the area occupied by Nigeria is slightly more
than twice the size of the state of California in the United
States of America and almost twice that of France.

CAPITALCITY:

The Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja, serves as the
capital of Nigeria. It is one of the wealthiest urban areas in
Africa. The presence of numerous governmental institutions,
foreign embassies and its strategic location in the heart of the
nation has led to significant investment in the city. This has
resulted in Abuja ranking among the fastest-growing cities
globally.

With a total population well over 2.5 million, Abuja currently
has the 4th biggest metropolitan population in Nigeria after
Lagos, Kano and Ibadan.

POPULATION:

The projected population figure for Nigeria in 2022 was
216,783,381 comprising 108,350,410 males and 108,432,971
females.

LANGUAGE:

The official language is English, other major languages
spoken include: Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, Fulfulde, Ibibio, Kanuri,
Tivand over 200 other languages.

THE GOVERNMENT:

Nigeria operates under a federal system of government,
dividing power between a central (federal) government and
36 state governments, along with 774 local governments.
This structure allows for regional autonomy while maintaining
national unity. The federal government has its own distinct
sphere of authority, as do the state and local governments,
each with defined roles and responsibilities.
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Nigerian politics takes place within a framework of a Federal
and Presidential Republic and a Representative Democracy,
in which the President holds Executive Power. Legislative
power is vested in the Legislative arm of the government,
comprising the House of Representatives and the Senate.
The legislative arm of Nigeria is responsible for and
possesses the power to enact laws. Together, the two
chambers form the law-making body in Nigeria, called the
National Assembly, which serves as a check on the executive
arm of government. The National Assembly of Nigeria (NASS)
is the democratically elected body that represents the
interests of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and its people,
makes laws for Nigeria, and holds the Government of Nigeria
to account. The National Assembly (NASS) is the nation's
highest legislature, whose power to make laws is
summarised in Chapter One, Section Four of the 1999
Nigerian Constitution.

The Legislature is led by the Senate President (in the Senate)
and Speaker (in the House of Representatives. The Judiciary,
onthe other hand, is led by the Chief Justice of Nigeria (CJN).
The Federal Government, State, and Local Governments of
Nigeria aim to work cooperatively to govern the nation and its
people. Nigeria became a member of the British
Commonwealth upon its independence from British colonial
rule on10ctober1960.
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ECONOMY:

Rich in natural resources, Nigeria's economy is one of the
largest in the region, with a vast and dynamic market. Africa's
main oil producer, the oil industry contributes significantly to
the country's budgetary revenues. Agriculture and trade are
other vital sectors of the economy.

Nigeria was proclaimed Africa's largest economy in 2014,
following the rebased calculation of its Gross Domestic
Products — GDP to capture hitherto undervalued or
neglected sectors such as its flourishing entertainment
industry (Nollywood and Nigerian Music) and Information and
Communications Technology — ICT. Nigeria's GDP then
totaled over 510 billion dollars. The GDP has also been
registering an impressive growth rate in recent years,
exceeding 6% annually. Nigeria is one of Africa's most
attractive destinations for investors. Besides the diverse
natural resources, it is endowed with, Nigeria disposes of a
huge human capital, with trained and qualified professionals
readily available at competitive costs in the employment
market. Investors would also be impressed by the array of
investment incentives they can take advantage of in various
sectors. Nigeria, investors would quickly discover, is a market
characterised by the high return on investment it offers.
Nigeria's investment environment is supported by strong and
reliable financial institutions and government agencies.

Plateau

Taraba

Legend

North Central Region
North East Region
North West Region
I south East Region
South South Regicn
South West Region

BANKING SERVICES:

The Nigerian banking industry comprises a mix of
commercial banks, merchant banks, and specialised financial
institutions. The total assets and contingents of the industry
grew by 53.8% year-on-year.

FOREIGN CURRENCY EXCHANGE:

The spread between the official and the black-market rates
has been closing. However, it is still a widespread practice to
change money on the parallel market. Money changers can
be found near the Sheraton Hotel on Ladi Kwali. There are
also a number of Bureaux de change in that area that provide
comparable rates.
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CREDIT CARDS:

Credit and debit cards are generally accepted in larger
Nigerian towns and cities, especially in tourist areas. In places
used to foreign visitors, major providers such as Visa,
Mastercard/Maestro/Cirrus, and Amex are accepted in ATMs,
shops and restaurants.

BUSINESS AND SHOPPING HOURS:

Generally, across Nigeria, businesses, including shops and
malls, typically operate from 9 a.m.to 9 p.m. on weekdays and
Saturdays, with Sundays having slightly shorter hours, often
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Public holidays may also have similar
extended hours, potentially from 10 a.m.to 9 p.m.

INFORMATION COMMUNICATION AND TECHNOLOGY:
The Nigerian telecommunications market is one of the
fastest-growing in the world, with major emerging market
operators (like MTN, 9mobile, Airtel and Globacom) basing
their largest and most profitable centres in the country.
Nigeria's ICT sector has experienced much growth,
representing 10% of the nation's GDP in 2018 as compared to
just1%in 2001.

CUISINE:

Like West African cuisine in general, Nigerian cuisine is
known for its richness and variety. Many different spices,
herbs, and flavourings are used in conjunction with palm oil or
groundnut oil to create deeply flavoured sauces and soups,
often made very hot with chillipeppers.

The Nigerian culinary practice is as diverse as the country's
ethnic groups. Every ethnic group is associated with a particular
cuisine which they hold dear. The major traditional dishes and
delicacies which have become national heritage include:
Edikaikon, Okoho, Fufu, Tuwo, Akpu, Suya, Kilishi, Gbegeri,
Owo, Bush meat, Fura de nunu, Kunu, Masa, Amala, Eba,
Pounded yam. Today, Nigerians from various cultures prefer
these foods to the Western or so-called continental dishes. The
popular snacks include Akara, Boliand Corn (boiled, popped or
roasted). The beauty in the Nigerian experience is that guests
are fed generously.

TOURISM:

Nigeria offers a wide variety of tourist attractions such as
extended and roomy rivers, beaches ideal for swimming as well
as other water sports. The country also has attractions ranging
from the unique wildlife, vast tracts of unspoiled nature ranging
including tropical forests, magnificent waterfalls, to new, rapidly
growing cities, and climatic conditions that are particularly
conducive for holidaying. Other attractions include traditional
ways of life preserved in local customs.

Also available are rich and varied handicrafts and other
colourful products depictive or illustrating native arts and
lifestyle, as well as the authentic, unsophisticated but friendly
attitude of many in the Nigerian population. Many of these
attractions are, however, still largely untapped. Visitors in
search of fun, exotic, or adventurous experiences are
encouraged to visit to enjoy and benefit from these wonderful
offers.
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Nigeria, as a country, is blessed with both natural and human
resources that make the country a preferred tourist
destination. The rich and diverse natural, ecological and
cultural resources, coupled with over 177 million people in the
country, inform the appellation the “Giant of Africa”. These
resources are spread within a landmass of about 932,768
km?2 located wholly within the tropics and within a territory
that extends about 650 miles (1,050 km) from north to south
and 700 miles (1, 130km) East to West. The natural features of

the country which readily attract the visitor include a warm,
sunny climate, fascinating beaches and evergreen
vegetation in the south; while in the north, alluring landforms
overshadow wide expanses of savannah grassland. There
are other interesting natural features, including hill
formations, waterfalls, and springs, pockets of mountainous
areas with temperate-like climate and a range of unique and
uncommon species of wildlife.
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Sukur Landscape: lies within the Cameroon-Nigeria border-
lands in the present-day Madagali Local Government Area of
Adamawa State.

Zuma Rock: Located along Kaduna- Abuja Highway in Niger
State, about half an hour drive from the centre of the new Federal
Capital

Olumo Rock: It is located in Abeokuta, Ogun State. Olumo Rock
is a massive outcrop of granite rocks of primitive formation. The
highest point on the rock is about 137 metres above the base of
the rock.

Kura Falls: located 77 km from Jos, Plateau State.

Shere Hills: is the apex of the Jos Plateau. The hill peaks at 1,829
metres above sealevel.

Agbokim Waterfalls: is a beautiful scenic attraction. Water from
the falls runsinto alarge pool surrounded by thick vegetation.

NIGERIA’'S NATURAL TOURIST SITES

b

Gurara Water Falls: best described as Nigeria's premier falls, is
located off Minna Suleja Road in Niger State.

Erin ljesha Waterfalls: lies some 20 km east of llesha Akure
Road. The waterfall has about five layers.

Mambilla Plateau: is a tableland located at Gembu in the
Sarduna local government council of Taraba State. The Plateau is
about 1,830 metres above sea level with a temperate climate
comparable to any temperate region of the world.

Idanre and Oka Hills: is located 15 km southwest of Akure, Ondo
state. Idanre Hill is steep-sided, smooth and dome-shaped.

Obudu Cattle Ranch: is about 350 km from Calabar, Cross River
State. It is located at the exotic Oban Obudu Plateau, which is
over 5,200 feet above sea level. The ranch provides a semi-
temperate climate of between 26°C (78°F) and 32°C (89.6°F),
which may drop to between 4°C (36°F) and 10°C (50°F).
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Oguta Lakes: in Imo State, is a lake resort complex comprising a
motel, an 18-hole golf course, relics of the civil war, natural
confluence of Oguta Lake and Orashi River.

lkogosi Springs: is located in lkogosi, Ekiti state, about 52 km
North- West of Ado-EKkiti, Ekiti State.

Lekki Beach: The Oso-Lekki breakwater is located in the Lekki
Peninsula area of Lagos. It is the site for the state fishing and
cultural festival.

Mayegun Beach: Mayegun Beach is a splendid resort located at
the beginning of the Lekki Peninsula.

Bar beach: Bar beach is a captivating long stretch of beach,
located along Ahmadu Bello Way, Victoria Island, Lagos.
Whispering Palms

PARKS AND GAME RESERVES

Yankari National Park

The Park is located around the Gaji River in Alkaleri Local
Government Area, about 110 km south-west of Bauchi State. The
reserve covers an area of about 2,22410/km2 of savannah
woodland and is stocked with elephants, baboons, waterbucks,
monkeys, buffaloes, hippopotamus, among several other big
animals.

Kuyamba Game Reserve

This resort is a wildlife reserve of about 10 km2 at Madada in
Kuyambana, Zamfara State. The reserve is known to be a natural
habitat for wild animals such as lions, tigers, hyenas, etc. It is an
ideal site for game hunting, adventure, etc

Okumu Wildlife Sanctuary

It has an area of about 300 km2 and is about 65 km west of Benin
City, Edo state. The forest has a unique collection of animal
species, including the endangered white- throated monkey.

Gashaka Gumpti

The Gashaka Gumpti Park in Taraba State is a natural
conservation of rare fauna and flora located at the foot of the
Mambilla Plateau. The Park is over 15 km2. The animal species
include white monkeys, birds, crocodiles, etc.
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